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Message from the CEO

T

he 2021-2022 season was a
celebration of unexpected
highs and some spontaneous
lows. As the COVID pandemic and
public health measures continued
to throw us curve balls, the YAC
team showed they were ready to
meet these challenges. Projects,
commissions, performances,
exhibitions, and partnerships moved
forward and much art was supported
through our @YAC residency
program, turning our venues into
remarkable hubs of creative activity.
One of our biggest undertakings
was the Street Eats and Beats
festival, which offered a feast of
programming for all ages. Circus
performers, craft makers, drummers
and musical acts all descended
along the waterfront for one of the
largest events since the start of the
pandemic. We are thankful for the
invaluable partnerships with the City
of Whitehorse and Fireweed Market.
YAC had a number of important firsts
including hosting the gala to select the
first recipient of the Yukon Prize for
Visual Arts. Our gallery was alive with
new artistic voices all representing the
short list of contenders for the best in
Yukon visual art.
With our friends at Yukon Parks,
we supported a two-week artist

residency at Tombstone Territorial
Park, honouring our commitment to
support artistic opportunities across
the territory. This residency will now
be a part of our annual professional
development offerings for artists,
along with the Chilkoot Trail and Jenni
House residency programs.
Our RBC Emerging Artist program
continued to grow and support
mentorships, commissions, and a
new emerging curator program.
The first two curators programmed
the community and youth galleries
respectively.
YAC was deeply honoured to welcome
the commemorative totem pole,
installed in our lobby in September.
Paying tribute to the memory
of Teslin Tlingit carver William
Yaxkasei Callaghan, the totem pole
was celebrated with a community
gathering and ceremony.
YAC continued to present many local
artists, which included Diyet, Soda
Pony, and Gordie Tentrees. There was
a special presentation of Fred Pellerin
in partnership with L’association
franco-yukonnaise, as well as guest
artists Ron Sexsmith, Alex Cuba, and
the dance company Bboyizm. Another
first for YAC was the commissioning
of local carvers Michel Gignac and
Josh Lesage to create a spectacular

rocking horse for YAC’s Santa Claus
parade float, designed to spark the
imaginations of young people during
the Christmas season.
Even with the many unanticipated
shutdowns, YAC continued to fulfill
its mandate and keep art alive
and kicking in the face of much
uncertainty. Our staff’s resilience and
adaptability made it a wonderful year
stacked with opportunities for artists
and audiences. We look forward to
returning to a real, uninterrupted
normal. Thank you all for your
continued support of arts and culture.

Casey Prescott
CEO

Yukon Arts Centre Annual Report 2021-22 | 5

Message from the Chairs

A

rt often acts as a bellwether—
offering unique glimpses of
where we are as a society
and where we are headed. Whether
political, environmental, social, or
just plain playful, its power grows
exponentially as it’s shared. At the
Yukon Arts Centre— facing pandemicrelated shutdowns and the ensuing
isolation—reaching and engaging
more people across the territory
became a strong focus. Shows
were streamed online, offering
communities a chance to catch
top-notch concerts and comedy; the
Street Eats & Beats Cultural Festival
celebrated food and music outdoors;
and a feast around a fire outside
the arts centre honoured the raising
of the William Yaxkasei Callaghan
Commemorative Totem now gracing
the building’s lobby.
The Yukon Arts Centre is no longer
just a big building way up on a hill.
This metamorphosis, though subtle, is
momentous. A stronger connection
with communities, First Nations
and artists, is changing how the arts
centre operates. It belongs to all of
us, and the art it supports is meant to
reach everybody.
The Yukon Arts Centre turned 30
this year. We celebrated with cake
at the bustling kids fest surrounded
by a labyrinthine cardboard castle,

but the celebration is bigger than
just one day. This coming year, we
are celebrating you, because without
Yukon’s interconnected and vibrant
communities, we would not exist.
YAC is currently developing a
permanent First Nations gallery,
with guidance from our First Nation
advisor Lisa Dewhurst. We hosted the
glamorous queer prom this year and
are working to forge stronger ties with
all Yukoners.
This is our Yukon Arts Centre! With
your participation and input we
will continue to improve, striving to
program shows and exhibits that are
divergent, challenging and inclusive.
We want to represent everyone. Let
us know how we are doing; support
our local and outside artists; and
enjoy the beauty and diversity that
the arts centre brings to the North.

Genesee Keevil
Chair
Line Gagnon
Vice Chair
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Vision, Mission and Values
Vision Statement
An inclusive, vibrant, creative North.

Mission Statement
The Yukon Arts Centre Corporation engages the Yukon by
supporting arts and culture through development, presentation and
conversation.

Values
We recognize and embrace the beautiful reality that all the
communities we serve are diverse and unique.
We work continuously to be inclusive, supportive and respectful of
the vibrant diversity of communities and cultures in the Territory.
We know that collaboration with all of our stakeholders will always be
the foundation of our success.
We seek out and support every opportunity to create relationships
between artists, audiences and every community in the Yukon, and
we work to strengthen and empower those connections.
We are fiercely committed to supporting and demonstrating open,
humble and accountable leadership.
We lead by example, with courage, integrity, wisdom, adaptability and
open minds, and we empower others to do the same.
We have fun and celebrate generosity of spirit.
We are always welcoming, and we engage with joy and humility
to support innovative and creative spirits. We know laughter
comes from a deep place.
We seek out and sustain meaningful relationships with Yukon First
Nations, and we listen to — and learn from — their experiences,
perspectives, and needs.

We seek out and sustain
meaningful relationships
with Yukon First
Nations, and we listen
to — and learn from
— their experiences,
perspectives, and needs.
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Message from the Indigenous Advisor
disrupted than our first year of the
pandemic. However, I was very happy
to connect with the staff throughout
the year. I was able to provide a
presentation to the staff in early June
on “Changing the Story to Upholding
Dignity and Justice: Yukon’s Strategy
on MMIWG2S+”.
This is a Yukon wide strategy and is
focused on ending violence against
Indigenous women, girls and 2s+
peoples. YAC was very appreciative
of learning about this strategy,
identifying ways to support it.

H

ello! For those of you I
haven’t met, my name is Lisa
Dewhurst and I am originally
from the Nlaka’pamux First Nation
of Merrit, BC. I have lived in the
community of Teslin for the past 35
years. I have been gifted the name
Kees.éix and have been adopted in
the Kukihhattan Clan of Teslin. I have
had the wonderful opportunity to
spend another year with the Yukon
Arts Centre as their Indigenous
Advisor. This is a role that I humbly
accept and do my best to serve in.
This past year saw so many setbacks
with Covid restrictions being
reintegrated which felt far more

It was great to spend a day in
November with the staff. We had
originally planned a short trip to
Carcross to visit the Haa Shagóon Hídi
Cultural Centre. We had hoped to tour
the Honouring our Future Exhibit as
well as visit with the carvers on site.
Unfortunately, the rise of Covid cases
in the territory caused us to cancel.
Instead, we met at the arts centre and
had a talking circle where we shared
pieces of our cultural background,
and watched the George Johnston
film, Picturing a People.
I am honoured to share and learn
about one another’s unique cultural
backgrounds and stories. Our
conversations have substance that
carry us forward to our next meeting,
and provide ongoing relationship

building, understanding and
awareness.
Sprinkled throughout our second
year together, we began discussing
and planning for the re-design of
the YAC lobby. This is an initiative
that the arts centre would like to
coincide with its 30th anniversary.
The re-design will recognize and pay
respect to the traditional territories
of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and
the Ta’an Kwach’an Council as well
recognizing and show appreciation for
all of the Yukon First Nations. A design
committee made up of dynamic,
artistic First Nation friends from
across the territory have also come
together to help shape this vision.
This is a very exciting project and I am
so happy to be involved.
Gunalcheesh, Kuk’chem, thank you to
the Yukon Arts Centre for inviting me
in to contribute and collaborate with
your great team.

Lisa Dewhurst
Indigenous Advisor
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Partnerships
The Yukon Arts Centre prioritizes meaningful
partnerships in the territory to help contribute to
a vibrant cultural sector. The following are a list of
partners from the 2021-2022 season:
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Fred Pellerin

Killer Dwarfs during the Blue Feather Music Festival

Adäka Cultural Festival

Northern Cultural Expressions Society

Association franco-yukonnaise

Carcross/Tagish First Nation

The Guild Hall

Junction Arts and Music

Nakai Theatre

The Heart of Riverdale

Pivot Festival

Klondike Institute of Arts and Culture

Yukon Historical and Museums
Association

Available Light Cinema Series

Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre

Paradise Festival

Yukon Art Society

Yukon University

Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre

Northern Arts and Cultural Centre,
Yellowknife

Parks Canada

Jazz Yukon

Village Bakery, Haines Junction

Yukon Parks

Artsnet

Friends of Dempster Country

Music Yukon

Haa Shagóon Hídi – Our Ancestors
House – Carcross Tagish First Nation

Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre

Blue Feather Music Society

Ramshackle Theatre
Gwaandak Theatre
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Message from the Director of Programming

I

t has been an interesting few years
for those of us in the ‘gathering’
business. The first year of Covid did
not affect us as hard as it did many
of our colleagues in the South, who
underwent closure after closure for
several years. But we experienced a
full shut down in the spring and again
in the winter. But we harkened back
to the lessons we learned in March
2020 and continued to program
through online workshops and
outdoor presentations.
When I look back at some of the
highlights of the last year, I feel
profoundly happy to present artists
who persevered through shutdowns,
isolation, quarantining, and the
myriad of obstacles to bring their art
to our stage. We began our new year
with Ivan Coyote – whose sold out
show had to be scaled back due to
diminished audience capacity. They
pivoted and did their show via zoom
for audiences across the Yukon and
Canada; and kept going through a
technical glitch, handled with ease
and aplomb. It was a fantastic show!
We also presented a theatre piece
by Vancouver’s The Chop Theatre
called Pathetic Fallacy; an interesting
piece of work responding to climate
change in the most ingenious
manner – ultimately creating a theatre
piece made to travel without artists

(utilizing local talent Brian Fidler)
following directions from afar using
a green screen and materials mailed
ahead. A quirky bit of theatre with
minimum environmental footprint
and was thought provoking for local
Yukon audiences.
We also presented a lot of family
programming – from co-hosting films
like Wonder Woman with Yukon Film
Society; to our bi-monthly Music N’
Motion for parents and babies with
the fabulous Lianne Cranfield. We
even managed a kids festival as part
of the Street Eats and Beats Festival in
our first ever partnership with the City
of Whitehorse. There were two days
of children’s and music programming
over the weekend.
We were thrilled to once again
present “outside” artists Laila Biali,
Ron Sexsmith and Alex Cuba for
sold-out shows. With partner L’AFY we
presented two sold-out shows with
Quebecois star Fred Pellerin.
And we were finally able to partner
with community presenters in Haines
Junction and Dawson City to help
bring artists to their communities.
Finally a big highlight was hosting
BBOYIZM’s presentation of In My Body
which touched our audience deeply.
I’m proud that Yukon Arts Centre was

one of five presenters from across
the country who helped commission
this piece by one of Canada’s best
choreographers – Crazy Smooth.
I am very proud of the team here at
YAC, who work hard to bring artists
and their work to Yukon stages
and hope our audiences enjoyed
themselves as much as we did!

Michele Emslie
Director of Programming
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Joelle Rabu performs on Nov. 10, 2021
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Community
Presenting Series
The Community Presenting Series curates a balance
of hospitable and progressive performances aiming to
make the Yukon Arts Centre a community hub and an
integral part of the life of all Yukoners.
With the ever-changing Covid scene in the territory,
bringing in Outside performers was a constant
challenge with many shows being postponed or moved
online. We continued to rely on Yukon artists for our
live performances with limited seating to assure safe
social distancing. With the state of emergency being
lifted in March, we were able to bring back performers
from outside the territory with a much larger seating
capacity. One was able to feel the joy of the audience
returning to some sense of normalcy.
The Northwestel Hanging Sky Tour brings Outside
and Yukon performers to the communities, but due to
the pandemic this program had to be cancelled. But
Northwestel generously agreed for YAC to use this
program for presenting in Whitehorse.

The performance of In My Body by
Bboyizm/Crazy Smooth took place on March 10.
The show was an athletic investigation of the evolution
of self and the effects of aging on street dancers.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pathetic Fallacy

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gordie Tentrees

•
•
•
•

Alex Cuba

Blues Cargo
Nakai’s 99 Stories Not About Gold
Bennett Sun
Ivan Coyote
Diyet
Brandon Isaak
 ive shows at Village
L
Bakery in Haines Jct.
Soda Pony
Yukon Prize Gala show
Fred Pellerin
Problematic Orchestra
Joelle Rabu
 usic from the Edges
M
Canada online series
Ron Sexsmith
BBOYIZM
Laila Biali
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Laila Biali performs on March 31

Aiden Tentrees of Soda Pony
performs their new album
release October 21, 2021.
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Red Dress day honoured the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls

Community Outreach
The Yukon Arts Centre offered programming that benefitted
the greater community. During the flooding of the Southern
Lakes region, YAC staff helped sandbag an affected home.
YAC continued offering subsidized rates to community groups
renting its facilities during the pandemic.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parents & Babies music workshops
Comedy workshop for women
Installation of William Callaghan Commemorative Totem
Poetry Walks
Sadie Segreff Dance
Yukon Words poetry reading
Santa Parade
Sculpture Garden Scavenger Hunt
Snow Sculpture
Red Dress Day

YAC employees help with sandbagging during the
flood on Lake Laberge
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YAC’s rocking horse float in the Winterval Santa Parade.

Ben Charland and Alita Powell in a scene from Larrikin
Entertainment’s production of The Resurrectionists

@YAC Residency Program
The @YAC Residency is an initiative designed to support the ongoing
development of the performing arts in the Yukon by providing in-kind
facilities, equipment and production labour.
Participants in 2021-22 included:

•
•

Nakai Theatre: 99 Stories

•
•
•
•
•

Claire Ness: Dogtown

Larrikin Entertainment:
The Resurrectionists
Open Pit Theatre: Radio Silence
Gwandaak Theatre
Music Yukon: artist videotaping
 ukon First Nation
Y
Culture & Tourism:
Arctic Arts Summit prep

•

 eroniqe Lechance:
V
residency and
community event

•
•

Cypherfest

•

 akai Theatre: Giant
N
Puppets Workshop

 akai Theatre: 99 Stories
N
Not About Gold
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Festivals
Street Eats and Beats
The City of Whitehorse wanted to expand their annual food
truck festival and had contacted the Yukon Arts Centre to
form a partnership in putting on a multi-day festival along
Whitehorse’s Millennium Trail and at Shipyards Park. This was
our first collaboration with the City and the largest festival we
have ever put on.
Activities included:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parents and Babies
Art Drop-in
Punch Needle
Great Balonzo Show
Storytelling
Clown Show
Bike Decorating
Tie Dye Workshop
Tiny Islands Brass Band
Hula Hoops
Boat Decorating

Live concerts included:

•
•
•
•
•

Gordie Tentrees

•
•
•
•
•

Bero

The Taiko Drummers participate in the opening ceremony
in Shipyards Park.

Victoria Parker
Claire Ness
The Lucky Ones
 evin Barr and
K
Boyd Benjamin
Vanstones
Dena Zagi
Tiny Islands Brass Band
Blues Cargo

Drumstick Making

Children react to the Great Balonzo at the
Yukon Visitor Reception Centre.

Arts & Crafts
Tiny Food Sculptures
DJ on the Wharf
Cardboard Cupcakes
Drive-In Movie
Art Market
Historical Taste Walking Mystery Tour
Over two dozen food trucks
Amanda Panda entertains at Shipyards Park.
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William Yaxkasei Callaghan
Commemorative Totem
William Callaghan was an exceptional Teslin-Tlingit artist,
carver and dancer who suddenly passed away at the age of
33 in April 2016. The Northern Cultural Expressions Society,
which William was a part of, commissioned the carving of a
commemorative totem as part of the healing process over his
loss. The creation of the totem took over two years.
On September 22, 2021, the totem was erected in the
Yukon Arts Centre lobby where it permanently resides. On
September 25, family and friends gathered for the unveiling
of the totem and to celebrate William’s life.

Yaxkasei’s Hoo Haa commemorative totem pole unveiling for William Callaghan.
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Softcore exhibit in the Yukon Energy
Community Gallery

Message from the Director of Visual Arts

A

big overarching theme in
our programming this year
has been community. In the
second year of the global pandemic,
we have reflected on how we can
gather safely and support Yukon arts.
The summer exhibition focused
on this directly. In a time when we
needed to stick to our bubbles,

we brought more than a thousand
portraits of Yukoners into the gallery.
So even though you may have
visited the gallery alone you were
surrounded by neighbours in portraits
on fabric and photo. Doortraits
brought together a selection of
images Alistair Maitland took at the
height of the lockdown, of families,
volunteers, graduates, employees
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finalists: Amy Ball, Ken Anderson,
Krystle Silverfox, Sho Sho Esquiro,
Veronica Verkley and Joseph Tisiga
(2021 winner). The jury and audience
alike spoke to the Yukon’s depth of
talent on display.

and more. Meshell Melvin’s almost
two-decade project, Drawn Together,
was an assembly of over a thousand
embroidered portraits of people who
attended Yukon festivals and events
from Dawson City to Atlin. Each image
is a chain stitched contour drawing
from life, made with a hand-guided
industrial embroidery machine.
Seen all together, it was almost
overwhelming especially in a time
when we had to cancel or rethink
gatherings.
In September, there was a celebratory
exhibition of the inaugural Yukon
Prize, founded by Julie Jai and David
Trick. Highlighting some of the
Yukon’s biggest talents, the show was
juried by arts professionals Gaëtane
Verna, Director of The Power Plant
Contemporary Art Gallery in Toronto,
Ryan Doherty, Chief Curator of
Contemporary Calgary, and Candice
Hopkins, an internationally known
independent curator and a Carcross/
Tagish First Nation citizen. This
ambitious exhibit showcased the six

The winter exhibit continued the
celebration of Yukon arts with
Collective Memory curated by
Garnet Muething. Marking the 40th
anniversary of the Yukon Permanent
Art Collection, this retrospective
exhibition featured a selection of
pivotal works from the past four
decades, highlighting the depth and
diversity of the collection. Tied to
memory and links to land and
family, these 100 works were from
different eras of the collection’s
holdings underscoring Yukon culture
and community.
To finish the season in the main
gallery we had two exhibits embracing
cross-cultural exchange and building
on cultural knowledge. Threads
Through Time/Weaving Cultural
Identities is a multipart Vancouver
Biennale project in which Indigenous
and Islamic communities engage
in conversations about migration,
displacement, colonization, and
connection to land and ancestors
through the art of weaving. Calvin
Morberg’s exquisite solo exhibition
also spoke to that connection to land

and ancestors with Atsakú dàk nadutîn,
translating to “knowledge is being
brought forward” which is at the core
of his Inland Tlingit artistic practice.
Beyond the gallery doors YAC was
so active this year. Most notably,
the Yukon Arts Centre has taken on
the tour organization of Honouring
Our Future: Yukon First Nations
Graduation Regalia as it travels
the Yukon. In summer 2021, it was
hosted at Dänojà Zho in Dawson
City alongside Headstart graduation
regalia that is a big tradition in the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in community.
These little preschool sized vests and
dresses were so powerful side by side
the beautiful high school regalia. In
the fall it traveled to Haa Shagóon
Hídi in Carcross where the exhibition
added regalia to reflect to the
community including pieces made by
Keith Wolfe Smarch. The exhibit will
continue to travel through 2023. We
continue to engage with our audience
with both in person and online
programming including virtual tours,
videos and safe, in person openings,
workshops and talks. All this work is
a testament to our vibrant Yukon arts
community.

Mary Bradshaw
Director of Visual Arts
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Gallery
Exhibitions
Main Gallery
March 12 - May 20 2022

Calvin Morberg - Atsakú dàk
nadutîn ~ Knowledge is being
brought forward
Yukon carver, Calvin Morberg, of
the Dak’lawèidí (eagle clan) of the
inland Tlingit Nation, immerses you in
foundational Tlingit artistic traditions
while exploring wood and copper.
Weaving Cultural Identities and
Threads Through Time
Using traditional weaving as a
storytelling medium, Weaving Cultural
Identities and Threads Through Time
bring indigenous and Islamic artists
together in a collaborative exploration
of histories and uneasy issues of
belonging, displacement, diaspora,
land, and identity. This was the first

time these two Vancouver Biennale
national touring exhibitions were
presented together.
December 6 2021 - February 25 2022

Collective Memory
In honour of the 40th anniversary of
the Yukon Permanent Art Collection,
this retrospective exhibition presents
more than 75 works from different
eras of the collection’s holdings.
Entitled Collective Memory, the
exhibition features a selection of
pivotal works from the past four
decades, highlighting the depth and
diversity of the collection.
September 18 – November 20 2021

Yukon Prize
This exhibit showcased the finalists
from the inaugural Yukon Prize for
Visual Arts: Amy Ball, Ken Anderson,
Krystle Silverfox, Sho Sho “Belelige”
Esquiro, Joseph Tisiga and Veronica
Verkley. The Yukon Prize is privately
funded by David Trick and Julie Jai.

The Prize has been created to bring
the exceptional work of the Yukon’s
vibrant visual arts community to
a wider audience across Canada
and internationally, and encourage
Yukon artists, Indigenous and nonIndigenous, to reach their full artistic
potential.
June 9 – August 27 2021

Meshell Melvin. Drawn Together;
embroidered portraits 2003-2021
This exhibit is an assembly of over
1,000 embroidered portraits of
people who attended Yukon festivals
and events from Dawson City to
Atlin. Each image is a chain stitched
contour drawing from life, made with
a hand guided industrial embroidery
machine. Creating a visual continuity
that spans the years, the portraits all
share the same colour of thread, the
same dimension and are cut from the
same cloth.

Installation of photo exhibit by circumpolar
photographers

Yukon Arts Centre Annual Report 2021-22 | 21

22 | Yukon Arts Centre Annual Report 2021-22

Alistair Maitland gives an artist talk

Doortraits: Intimate Pandemic
Images

Weaving Cultural Identities/Threads Through Time exhibit

Doortraits included a selection of the
hundreds of images Alistair Maitland
took in 2020, of families, volunteers,
graduates, employees and more. The
images capture a time that cannot be
forgotten, but they also tell a bigger
story than that of simply being stuck
inside. They speak to the creativity
and courage of Yukoners—the desire
to connect even when we feel cut off,
the strength of community, and the
way Maitland and his subjects were
able to support each other through
mutual struggle.
Honouring Our Future: Yukon First
Nations Graduation Regalia
The Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre, the
Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre and the
Yukon Arts Centre worked together
to create a travelling exhibition that

celebrates the history, creation, and
design of First Nations high school
graduation regalia.
Travelling throughout the territory until
the fall of 2023, the show will expand
to include more local graduate regalia
from each place it visits.
These pieces have been created
by moms, aunties and other family
members, by Clan members, and by
community matriarchs and patriarchs.
The dedication and effort of all sewers,
hunters, artists are poured into each
piece of regalia. We are here to hold up
and to celebrate this dedication.
The show travelled from May to
September 2021 to Dänojà Zho Cultural
Centre in Dawson City and from
September to December 2021 to Haa
Shagóon Hídi in Carcross.

Meshell Melvin’s Drawn Together: embroidered portraits 2003-2021

Joseph Tisiga stands in front of one of his art pieces in the
Yukon Prize finalists exhibit after winning the $20,000 prize
during the Yukon Prize for Visual Arts Gala.

Yukon Prize for
Visual Arts
The Yukon Prize for Visual Arts was created
by Julie Jai and David Trick to recognize the
excellence of Yukon visual artists and to
promote them across Canada. The Yukon
Arts Centre assisted in the implementation
of this competition, where six Yukon finalists
were selected. The work of the finalists was
exhibited in the YAC main gallery for over two
months. Joseph Tisiga was announced as the
winning artist at the gala show on November
20, where he received the $20,000 prize. This
event will occur every two years.

Diyet performs at the Yukon Prize
for Visual Arts Gala.

24 | Yukon Arts Centre Annual Report 2021-22

Julia Cottler during Tombstone Park Artist Residency

Chu Niikwan Artist Residency
exhibit, Elemental Transformations featuring Rebecca Manias,
Sheelah Tolton and Kim Roberts,
at Arts Underground.

Residencies
Chu Niikwän Artist Residency
Chu Niikwän Artist Residency is
a three-week residency which
hosts three visual artists and one
emerging curator to develop an
exhibition of new work. Participants
work with the curator to develop
their exhibition, with a focus that
supports the mandate of each partner
organization.
Partner organizations: Kwanlin Dün
Cultural Centre, the Yukon Arts Centre
and the Yukon Art Society

Artists: Kim Roberts, Sheelah Tolton
and Rebecca Manias
Jenni House Artist Residency
The Jenni House Artist Residency is
an inspirational creative program
for artists working in visual arts,
film and media, music, literary arts,
spoken word and multi-disciplinary
and multimedia arts to immerse
themselves in their craft within
a historic cabin located in
Shipyards Park.
Partner organizations: Yukon Arts
Centre, Yukon Film Society, Jazz
Yukon, Music Yukon, and the City
of Whitehorse
Tombstone Park Artist Residency
Artists are invited to develop and
share their artistic practice in
Tombstone’s magnificent wilderness

setting. The residency provides a
unique opportunity for artists to
immerse themselves in the sub-arctic
landscape of Tombstone Territorial
Park / Ddhäl Ch’èl Cha Nän to gain
new inspiration and push their artistic
practice.
Partner organizations: Yukon Arts
Centre, Yukon Parks and Friends of
Dempster Country
Emerging Curator Program
The RBC Emerging Curator Program
at the Yukon Arts Centre is a new
training initiative that provides an
opportunity for applicants to curate
exhibitions with a mix of artist and
community-led projects in two of
YAC’s three gallery spaces.
Curators: Janet Patterson and Nicole
Bauberger
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Young artists make UFOs out of bicycle wheels and
alien figurines in Kids Kreate.

Kids Kreate
Kids Kreate is a pillar of our community engagement strategy and provides
the opportunity for Yukon youth to work with regional artists in innovative,
imaginative crafts that explore a specific theme or one of the gallery’s
exhibitions.
The workshops were held in the lobby of the Yukon Arts Centre. With
social distancing protocols in place, families were grouped into pods with a
maximum of 10 pods being allowed.
Led by local artists Maya Rosenberg and Nicole Bauberger, the young artists
dabbled in a wide variety of themes such as UFO making with bicycle wheels,
cardboard garden scenes, flowers and monster figures to name a few. All
materials were supplied by YAC.
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Revenue Sources
Public Funding

19/20

20/21

21/22

Government of Canada

$457,241

$496,571

$ 506,000

Government of Yukon

$1,050,039

$1,066,657

$1,066,657

City of Whitehorse

$9,821

$-

$4,500

Total Public Funding

$1,517,101

$1,563,228

$1,577,157

Government of Canada

$35,000

$-

$-

Government of Yukon

$-

$52,100

$ 44,616

City of Whitehorse

$-

$10,300

$-

Other - RBC Foundation

$-

$30,000

$30,000

$72,710

$52,772

$54,702

Admission & Registration
Revenues

$173,789

$14,053

$33,409

Facility Rental Revenues

$290,228

$86,146

$83,155

Concession/Bar Revenues

$37,079

$2,921

$428

Misc Revenue

$9,745

$4,750

$3,608

Total Earned Revenues

$510,843

$199,909

$120,602

Deferred & Other Revenues
from All Sources

$88,630

$41,377

$31,039

Total Revenues

$2,224,283

$1,857,647

$1,858,115

Public Funding as a Percentage
of Total Revenues

68%

80%

85%

Project Funding as a Percentage 2%
of Total Revenues

5%

4%

Donations and Sponsorships as
Percentage of Total Revenues

3%

3%

3%

Earned Revenues as a
Percentage of Total Revenues

23%

10%

6%

Deferred Revenues

4%

2%

2%

Project Funding

Sponsorships & Donations
Total Sponsorships &
Donations
Earned Revenue
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Summary of Operations
Revenue

20/21

21/22

Administration

$1,437,577

$1,461,592

Gallery

$43,100

$30,167

Marketing

$262

$0

Programming

$190,580

$107,368

Old Firehall

$186,128

$184,372

Special Projects

$0

$74,616

Total Revenue

$1,857,647

$1,858,115

Administration

$875,339

$774,969

Gallery

$221,030

$196,048

Marketing

$99,385

$102,458

Programming

$381,460

$332,618

Old Firehall

$134,669

$204,470

Special Projects

$0

$45,533

Total Expenditures

$1,711,883

$1,646,095

Excess

$145,764

$212,021

Expenditures
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Statement of Financial Position
Assets

2020/21

2021/22

Cash

$846,043

$1,152,199

Accounts Receivable

$30,405

$6,210

Government Remittances
Receivable

$16,265

$14,842

Inventories

$67

$67

Prepaid Expenses

$21,178

$16,428

Total Current Assets

$913,958

$1,189,746

Capital Assets

$163,830

$215,412

Art Collection

$499,557

$499,557

Total Assets

$1,577,345

$1,904,715

Accounts Payable and
Accrued Liabilities

$163,323

$321,340

Government Remittances
Payable

$0

$0

Deferred Revenues

$121,654

$78,987

Total Current

$284,977

$400,327

Total

$284,977

$400,327

Invested in Capital Assets

$560,361

$635,068

Board Restricted Reserves*

$491,322

$491,322

Unrestricted

$240,685

$377,998

Total Net Assets

$1,292,368

$1,504,388

Total Liabilities and Net
Assets

$1,577,345

$1,904,715

Liabilities and Net Assets

Net Assets
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General Statistics
Ticket Sales and Attendance YAC Programming and
Co-Promotion

YAC

Old Fire
Off site
Hall

Full Price Tickets (Adult)

1,129

N/A

0

Senior Tickets

23

N/A

0

Student/Youth Tickets

37

N/A

0

Member / Group Tickets

94

N/A

0

Complimentary Tickets

38

N/A

0

Online Viewing Only Tickets

386

N/A

0

Total Attendance

1,707

Ticket Sales and Attendance –
YAC Clients

YAC

Old Fire
Off site
Hall

Full Price Tickets (Adult)

4,703

N/A

0

Senior Tickets

285

N/A

0

Student/Youth Tickets

137

N/A

0

Member / Group Tickets

67

N/A

0

Complimentary Tickets

210

N/A

0

Online Viewing Only Tickets

557

N/A

0

Total Attendance

5,959

Grand Total Performance
Attendance

7,666

Despite the uncertainties of the pandemic, art creation thrived in the
territory and the Yukon Arts Centre is proud to have played a part
through its residencies program.
Attendance - Galleries / Visual Art
Gallery

7,250

Community Gallery

4,824

On Tour: Penticton, BC

715

On Tour: Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre

2,000

Grand Total Galleries / Visual Art Attendance

14,789

Total In-kind Donations for 24 Organizations

$116,769
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Sponsors

Thank you to all those who
made our 2021-22 season
possible!

Donors
Su Omura
Christine Woodland
Mary Martin
Stephen Samis
Al Cushing
Janet Moodie
ITSUMO Home Inc.
Carl Rumscheldt

Yukon Arts Centre
Box 16
Whitehorse, Yukon
Y1A 5X9

facebook.com/YukonArtsCentre

yukonartscentre.com

instagram.com/yukonarts

twitter.com/YukonArtsCentre
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Back page: Calvin Morberg - Atsakú dàk nadutîn ~
Knowledge is being brought forward exhibit

