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It was March 13, 2020 and YAC was 
presenting a theatrical production of 
Frankenstein. It was a full house with 
a vibrant and appreciative audience. 
It was also our last performance 
before COVID shut us down the very 
next day. I remember feeling a sense 
of anticipation and slight dread in 
the theatre that night trying to figure 
out what would come next for the 
Yukon Arts Centre and Yukon’s arts 
community. As we all know, what did 
come next was a global lock down 
with the arts and culture sector hit 
especially hard with mass facility 
closures and tour cancellations.  

Thankfully in the Yukon, lock-down 
measures did not slow us down. 
Within the first few days, our 
programming team was cooking up 
ideas to start creating and connecting 
with our community. Our Gallery was 
one of the first arts organizations 
in the country to have online art 
workshops for kids and a gallery 
virtual tour, with our exhibition 

Message from the CEO

Emerging North, which sadly lost its 
opening alongside the cancelled 
Artic Winter Games. From there, we 
partnered with Whispering Willows 
to launch the Not Close But Personal 
Series, which showcased artists from 
across the Yukon streamed live on 
Facebook and then on Northwestel 
Community Television. These events 
set the tone and pace for the year 
that followed, as we found a growing 
confidence and momentum to deliver 
activity during COVID.

Throughout the summer, our 
programming team continued 
to dream up new workshops 
and events that happened in our 
sculpture garden or downtown 
at the Old Fire Hall. We explored 
dance, photography, improv, and 
crafts. We added live streaming 
equipment to the theatre that 
allowed us to collaborate on virtual 
events, including with the Dawson 
City Music Festival to host a special 
online event with Aquakultre. We 
also benefitted due to tremendous 
resilience from our partners as they 
adapted their creative plans and 
helped us usher in a very active fall 
and winter with many virtual and live 
events. Highlights for me were the 
Jazz Yukon Virtual Series, the Frazey 
Ford concert that just squeaked in 

before the border closed with B.C., 
Song of the Whale and the Whale 
Day Festival, the lovely holiday trio of 
Jazz performances with Fawn Fritzen, 
Café Des Voix, and Lucie D, the 20th 
anniversary of the Blue Feather Music 
Festival, and having the honour of 
hosting the 2020 Remembrance Day 
service, among many others.

COVID has changed our world and 
brought many challenges, but it has 
also been an opportunity to re-think 
how we do things and to highlight 
just how essential art can be to our 
community. I would like to thank 
our staff, board, sponsors, and 
government funders who stepped 
up and made sure that we remained 
vital and active during the pandemic.  
I also want to give a huge thanks to 
our outgoing Chair Tina Woodland 
for all of her years of selfless, 
dedicated leadership with the YAC 
board. She leaves a wonderful legacy 
and a very strong board that will 
ensure that YAC continues to thrive.  
Looking forward, I continue to be 
optimistic for the future and know we 
will rebuild and re-emerge from this 
moment stronger than ever. 

Casey Prescott 

CEO
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Message from  
the Chair

As we continue to grapple with the 
pandemic upending our lives, this 
past year will be remembered as 
one unlike any other. Economic 
devastation has been widespread for 
arts organizations and artists across 
Canada and the world as travel 
and social distancing restrictions 
shuttered venues and darkened 
theatres. Our story has thankfully 
been very different from that in most 
of Canada. Although fewer in number 
and without packed houses, shows 
and events went on. Using creativity, 
innovation, new technology, and a 
great deal of patience our YAC team 
was thankfully able to safely support 
gallery openings, live performances, 
artist residencies, and community 
and children activities as well. 

The YAC board is committed to 
disciplined strategic planning and 
the pandemic allowed more time for 
us to update our strategic priorities 
and goals. I’m proud of this updated 
plan, which builds on our existing 
strengths, examines our connection 
to artists and audiences, and sets 
the course over the next three years 
for stronger relationships with First 
Nations, financial sustainability, and 
broadened partnerships. 

My three-year term as Chair is 
coming to an end. I must say these 
past six years on the board have 
been a joy. I’ve greatly enjoyed the 
work and the camaraderie of board 
members past and present. 

My thanks to the entire board for 
their support and working to ensure 
YAC’s success. I also urge anyone 
interested in the arts in the Yukon to 
apply to serve as a board member!

As I bid farewell, I cannot say thank 
you enough to Casey Prescott for 
his invaluable leadership and to the 
exceptional team of YAC staff and 
volunteers for their hard work and 
passion supporting the arts in the 
Yukon. 

I am also very grateful to the 
Government of Canada, Yukon 
Government and of course you, our 
dedicated audience. 

Tina Woodland 
Chair
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Vision, Mission and Values

Vision Statement
An inclusive, vibrant, creative North.

Mission Statement
The Yukon Arts Centre Corporation engages the Yukon by supporting arts and 
culture through development, presentation and conversation.

Values
We recognize and embrace the beautiful reality that all the communities we 
serve are diverse and unique.  
We work continuously to be inclusive, supportive and respectful of the vibrant 
diversity of communities and cultures in the Territory.

We know that collaboration with all of our stakeholders will always be the 
foundation of our success. 
We seek out and support every opportunity to create relationships between 
artists, audiences and every community in the Yukon, and we work to 
strengthen and empower those connections.

We are fiercely committed to supporting and demonstrating open, humble 
and accountable leadership. 
We lead by example, with courage, integrity, wisdom, adaptability and open 
minds, and we empower others to do the same.

We have fun and celebrate generosity of spirit. 
We are always welcoming, and we engage with joy and humility to support 
innovative and creative spirits. We know laughter comes from a deep place.

We seek out and sustain meaningful relationships with Yukon 
First Nations, and we listen to — and learn from — their 
experiences, perspectives, and needs.
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The Honouring Our Future: Yukon First Nations Graduation Regalia exhibit at the 
Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre. 

Hello, and thank you for taking 
time to read my report. My name is 
Lisa Dewhurst. I am originally from 
southern BC from the Nkla’pamux 
First Nation, which is an Interior 
Salish tribe located in Merritt, BC.  

I have been a community member 
of Teslin for over 30 years. I live on 
the shores of Teslin Lake with my 
husband, where we are P/T empty 
nesters.  

I am very honoured and pleased 
to have served as the Indigenous 
Advisor for the Yukon Arts Centre in 
2020. It has been a great period of 
time getting to know the staff and 
board members this past year and 
contributing where I can with the YAC 
Strategic Planning.  

I believe as a group we have 
identified some key areas that will 
contribute to strengthening the 
relationships with the Yukon First 
Nations and the Yukon Arts Centre.  

This period of time that we all find 
ourselves in makes cross cultural 
awareness, inclusion and sharing so 
important. Our team has identified 
many areas in how our Yukon Arts 
Centre can partner with Yukon First 
Nations to ensure that Indigenous 
culture in the territory is recognized 
and celebrated within YAC 
programming.  

Gùnáłchîsh - Thank you

Lisa Dewhurst

Message from 
the Indigenous 
Advisor
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Partnerships

The Yukon Arts Centre prioritizes meaningful 
partnerships in the territory to help contribute to 
a vibrant cultural sector. The following are a list of 
partners from the 2020-21 season:

Adäka Cultural Festival

Carcross/Tagish First Nation 

Nakai Theatre, Pivot Festival

Available Light Cinema Series

Paradise Festival

Yukon University

Parks Canada

Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre

Northern Cultural Expressions Society 

Keitha Clark and Graeme Poile at Culture Days. 
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The Guild Hall

The Heart of Riverdale

Klondike Institute of Arts and Culture 

Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre

Yukon Art Society

Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre

Jazz Yukon

Artsnet

Music Yukon

FASSY

Teegatha’OH Zheh

Blue Feather Music Society

L’AFY

Junction Arts and Music

YHMA

Old Log Church Museum

Penticton Art Gallery

Ramshackle Theatre

Gwaandak Theatre

Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre, YK

Port Theatre, Nanaimo

Village Bakery, Haines 
Junction

The Mozart Effect performs at the Blue Feather Music Festival at  
the Yukon Arts Centre Nov. 6. 

The Naysayers perform at the Village Bakery in Haines Junction.  
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Message from the  
Director of Programming

We at the Yukon Arts Centre were in 
the enviable position this past COVID 
year, of being able to respond quickly 
to events and to support artists both 
online and eventually, by presenting 
in-person, live events.

Unlike most of our colleagues 
across the country, we presented 
programming continually in one 
shape or form, from August through 
to March.

This involved a lot of hard work and 
understanding by our staff, but also 
by our clients who had to put in 
countless hours of work to ensure 
their artists and audiences were safe 
and the activities they were engaging 
in followed proper COVID protocols.

We started the year off in full closure, 
and with the visionary work of 
Matthew Lien and much work by local 
tech teams, we presented a full series 
of 20 live-streamed shows called Not 
Close But Personal, featuring Yukon 

musicians from Whitehorse and 
almost every Yukon community. 

We also presented several other 
online concerts throughout the 
year, including a Canada Day gift 
for Yukoners by Ashley MacIsaac, 
Aquakultre’s Lance Sampson which 
was curated by Dawson City Music 
Festival, the Gryphon Trio and finally 
a concert just for Yukoners by Jeff 
Daniels.

We then began to find our feet 
and started presenting zoomed 
and streamed events throughout 
last summer including workshops, 
children’s performances, and a dance 
improv workshop. We held weekly 
Story Time with Rendezvous Queen 
Ms Yukon Arts Centre (Queen Bea) 
and also partnered with some of our 
Canadian and Yukon colleagues on 
events such as the Tkaronto Music 
Festival featuring First Nations artists 
from across Turtle Island, including 
YAC sponsored artist Lacey Hill. 

We also supported local and national 
organizations through direct financial 
contributions such as Nakai Theatre, 
Gwaandak Theatre’s Awaken Festival, 
Ramshackle Theatre’s Theatre In 
The Bush and Against The Grain’s TV 

Presents, weekly performances by 
opera singers via Facebook Live.

As the Yukon started to open up 
and we could offer distanced events 
outside we started to explore our 
outdoor spaces. We offered poetry 
and photo walks several times over 
the summer.

The Fall saw us move back into 
our spaces, both the Old Fire Hall 
and the Yukon Arts Centre theatre 
with greatly reduced capacities. We 
presented local artists, and when the 
space was available, the local arts 
community was able to participate 
in longer residencies for creation, 
technical work, and workshops. 
We also took advantage of a travel 
window allowing BC residents to 
come here and brought BC musician 
Frazey Ford for three sold out 
performances just before the border 
closed again.

We also managed to host two 
festivals this past year – combining 
Culture Days and the Midnight 
Sun Moppets Children’s Festival as 
well as a one-day festival for World 
Whale Day in February and a week 
of spring break activities. These 
festivals included art workshops for 
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kids and adults alike, presentations, 
performances, lectures, artist talks, 
artists’ demonstrations, mystery 
tours, bike decorating and a parade 
along the Yukon River.

We hosted Moms’ N Babies every two 
weeks for the last six months in the 
gallery and upstairs in the mezzanine, 
bringing together local artist Lianne 
Cranfield and a lot of parents and 
babies to sing and be together.

We also held events at the Old 
Fire Hall including workshops, 
DJ performances, and residency 
activities by local performing and 
visual artists.

There are many hands behind the 
scenes, and in this last year, they 
worked diligently and thoughtfully. 
I extend a big thank you to them all 
including our partners, artists and, of 
course, our understanding and very 
supportive audiences.

Michele Emslie  
Director of Programming

Daniel Janke performs with his West African kora in the Not Close But Personal Concert Series  
at the Yukon Arts Centre. 



12

Pandemic Programming 
Just as the Yukon Arts Centre was ready to launch another 
exciting season of programming in April 2020, COVID-19 
put a halt to everything. YAC closed its facilities to the 
public and cancelled all remaining shows.

But YAC quickly pivoted to offering a multitude of arts-
oriented workshops online via Zoom for families as they 
self-isolated at home. When the weather warmed up, 
workshops were held outdoors with a maximum of  
10 people.

The Not Close But Personal Concert Series, which featured 
20 Yukon artists, was broadcast on Facebook Live with the 
artists performing on our mainstage with no audience.

With the easing of COVID restrictions, we were able to 
re-open to the public in August 2020. In-person events 
returned, but with limited number of people to ensure 
safe social distancing. Strict COVID protocols were 
implemented by creating seating bubbles inside the 
theatre and patrons were directed to different zones  
upon arrival. 

For the art gallery exhibit openings only 30 people were 
allowed to attend, with the participants having to pre-
register online. Before the pandemic, up to 150 people 
would attend the opening receptions. To allow more 
people, up to 5 different time slots were made available.  

Despite the pandemic, Yukon Arts Centre programming 
continued to have a presence in the community by being 
innovative in keeping the arts alive and relevant.

Brenda Pilatzke-Vanier and 
Kasey Rae Anderson wipe 

down surfaces in the art gal-
lery in between visits  

by patrons.. 
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The Yukon Arts Centre with its Covid-19 protocols in place for patrons.

A child during a kids workshop. Facebook Live broadcast of the Not Close But Personal concert series.

YAC’s new video equipment being used for a 
board of directors zoom workshop on 

 the main stage. 
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Community  
Presenting Series
The Community Presenting Series curates a balance 
of hospitable and progressive performances aiming 
to make the Yukon Arts Centre a community hub 
and an integral part of the life of all Yukoners.  
We were only able to bring in one Outside 
performer before the border closed with BC in 
November. Since then, we have been highlighting 
Yukon performing artists. The Yukon is blessed with 
such a deep pool of talent, which has allowed us to 
continue with great concerts online and eventually 
with a live audience.

The Northwestel Hanging Sky Tour brings Outside 
and Yukon performers to the communities, but due 
to the pandemic this program had to be cancelled. 
But Northwestel generously agreed for YAC to use 
this program for presenting in Whitehorse. 

• Paris Pick

• Annie Avery

• Drea Naysayer

• Frazey Ford

• Daniel Janke

• Ryan McNally

• Glenn Chatten

• Driftwood Holly

• Selina Hare-Heyligers

• Remy Rodden

• Caroline Allatt

• Rob Dickson

• Dena Zagi

• Calla Kinglit

• Gordie Tentrees

• Kevin Barr

• Erica Mah

• Elijah Bekk

• Diyet and The Love Soldiers

• Aiden Tentrees

• Claire Ness

• Speed Control

• Jenny Hamilton

• Fawn Fritzen

• Café des Voix

• Lucie D Quartet

• Brigitte Jardin

• Local Boy

• Cryptozoologists

• Diamond Dino

• Major Funk and the Employment
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BC’s Frazey Ford performs just before 
the COVID bubble closed  

with the province. 

Paris Pick and Speed Control, right, 
were some of the diverse Yukon artists 

performing at YAC.

The Naysayers  
perform at the 

Village Bakery in 
Haines Junction. 
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Community Outreach /  
@YAC Residency
The Yukon Arts Centre had to alter its annual outreach to 
Yukon schools due to the pandemic. Instead, we pivoted to new 
workshops that were offered online and in person. 

• Mom’s & Babies

• Photo Walk

• Poetry Walk

• Author Readings

• DJ Series at Old Fire Hall

• Kwanlin Dün First Nation after school art

• Santa Parade

The @YAC Residency is an initiative designed to support the 
ongoing development of the performing arts in the Yukon by 
providing in-kind facilities, equipment and production labour. 
COVID-19 didn’t slow down our residencies.

Participants in 2020-21 included:

• Nakai Theatre: Material Collection

• Gwaandak Theatre: Born Again Crow

• Borealis Soul: Wake 2.0

• Gwaandak/Nakai Theatres: Tomorrow Today

• Larrikin Entertainment: Resurrectionists

• Nakai Theatre: Pivot Festival

• Patti Flather: New Life

• Nakai Theatre: 99 Stories Not About Gold

• Nakai Theatre: Giant Puppets Workshop

Borealis Soul during their Wake 2.0 residency.

Gwaandak Theatre’s production of 
Born Again Crow at the  

Old Fire Hall. 

Moms & Babies Music n’ Motion with Lianne Cranfield
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Stand Up Comedy For Women Workshop

Led by comedian Jan Derbyshire, this four-part online 
workshop gave participants a taster of movement 
and active writing based techniques for developing 
audacious and hilarious stand-up routines and sketch 
comedy material.

Mental Health Workshops

As part of its N3 initiative, the Yukon Arts Centre 
offered free online and in-person workshops on the 
factors that affect mental health. The interactive 
workshop offered the opportunity for participants 
to be introduced to self-awareness practices 
(mindfulness and positive self-talk) and was followed 
by a group discussion.

Photo enthusiasts learn studio lighting in the Old Fire Hall. One of Nakai Theatre’s giant puppets makes its way 
along the waterfront from the Old Fire Hall to the  

Fireweed Market in Shipyards Park.

Studio Lighting Workshop

Award-winning photographer Mark Kelly taught a 
3-hour basic studio lighting workshop for budding 
photographers at the Old Fire Hall.

Digital Workshop Series

A three-part series on how to make your website 
more relevant and searchable, which was taught by 
Inga Petri as part of the Making Tomorrow Better 
program.
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Festivals
Culture Days

Culture Days is a national 
celebration of local arts and culture. 
The Yukon Arts Centre is proud to 
continue to partner with numerous 
local artists and organizations. This 
three-day festival is comprised 
of free, accessible workshops, 
performances, tours, and open 
houses that showcase the vibrancy 
of Whitehorse’s artistic community.

Once again, we held the popular 
Mystery Tour. To observe COVID 
protocols, YAC rented a school 
bus to transport participants to 
the destinations. The tour visited 
the Beringia Interpretative Centre, 
followed by a stop at the Miles 
Canyon lookout where musicians 
Keitha Clark and Graeme Poile 
performed. Other activities included 
raku firing, creating ceramic mugs, 
beading, hide tanning, photo walk 
and readings by Yukon authors 
Joanna Lilley and Ellen Bielawski.

Culture Days celebrations at the Kwanlin Dün  
Cultural Centre included hide tanning, raku,  

buskers, mystery tour ceramics and book readings. 
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Midnight Sun Moppets Children’s Festival

The goal of the festival was to engage families in our community 
by providing entertaining and fun activities that were barrier free. 
Activities were held at the Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre and The 
Wharf. Families were entertained by Yukon performers Remy 
Rodden and Claire Ness. 

To ensure safe social distancing, the number of families allowed to 
attend was restricted. At The Wharf, children gathered to decorate 
their bikes, then participated in the parade along the Millennium 
Trail to KDCC. In the parade were Nakai’s giant puppets, the Yukon 
Fiddleheads and it was led by a blue fairy on stilts. Other activities 
included beading, clay working and DJ workshops.

The Midnight Sun Moppets Childrens Festival 
included performances by Claire Ness and 

Remy Rodden, bike decorating, DJ workshop, 
beading and a parade. 
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World Whale Day 

To celebrate World Whale Day 
and to promote the two whale-
themed exhibits in the main gallery, 
a day of family activities involved 
art workshops, a movie and a 
musical performance to encourage 
environmental awareness of our 
oceans and the whales that inhabit 
them. 

Activities included needle-felting tiny 
whales, knitting produce bags and art 
workshops with plastic waste.  
We also commissioned a snow 
carving of a 10-foot Humpback 
whale. The day ended with an 
artist talk and presentation on the 
environmental impact of plastics 
in the oceans, followed by a short 
performance by composer  
Daniel Janke.

Leading up to the festival, YAC held 
a World Whale Day art contest for 
youth. The theme was whales and 
how plastic affects our oceans. There 
were about 120 entries, which were 
on display in the ATCO Youth Gallery 
for three months.

A family works on a crafts project.

Children’s performer Remy Rodden..A snow sculpture of a Humpback whale.
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A Week Down the Rabbit Hole 

Since many families were not travelling outside the territory during spring 
break due to the pandemic, YAC held an Alice in Wonderland themed festival 
during the week of March 21-27. The festival was inspired by the Dark Alice art 
exhibit on display in the gallery at that time. Four family movies were shown, 
which included two different versions of Alice in Wonderland. The activities 
were mostly for youth, but the week ended with two concerts for the adults – 
Diyet and the Love Soldiers, followed by Cryptozoologists with Diamond Dino. 

The activities were block printing with First Nation artist Blake Lepine, improv 
workshop with Brian Fidler, DJ workshops and many art workshops. A croquet 
course was set up outside and there was also a city-wide scavenger hunt.

A young boy during the DJ workshop.A final workshop creation.

A girl peers into her creation.
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Eugene Alfred’s carving was part of the Love in its Seams exhibit.
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In a year where most galleries 
were shuttered, we feel extremely 
fortunate to have presented 
exhibitions, talks and workshops 
in person and online. In fact, we 
presented some of our largest and 
most well received shows this year. 
It’s a testament to Yukoners’ passion 
for the arts that during this difficult 
year, we were still able to connect 
with audiences in meaningful ways. 

Our first quarter was mainly all 
online. We extended Emerging North 
curated by Teresa Vander Meer-
Chassé (Upper Tanana member 
of the White River First Nation of 
Beaver Creek, Yukon and Alaska). This 
exhibition was a celebration of young 
Indigenous artistic achievement 
tied to the Arctic Winter Games. 
Many of the artists included in this 
exhibition had not been shown 
in the Yukon Arts Centre’s Main 
Gallery before and approached the 
show with an experimental capacity 
exploring themes of shared northern 
experiences, Indigenous futurisms, 
and the relationship between culture 
and play. We were able to share the 
exhibit with an online tour (which was 
shared nationally), Zoom artist talks, 
multiple artist online workshops, and 
eventually in person by appointment. 

In September, we were able to invite 
the public back to experience the 

Message from the Director of Visual Arts

touring exhibition Shuvinai Ashoona: 
Mapping Worlds, guest curated by Dr. 
Nancy Campbell organized by The 
Power Plant. It is incredibly rare that 
a major solo exhibition of a northern 
artist is recognized internationally 
and honoured on a national scale. 
Rarer still is it that northern galleries 
can host an exhibit on this scale. In 
fact, sadly, we are the only public 
gallery within all three territories with 
the ability to present an exhibit of 
this size. So, while Shuvinai Ashoona 
is not from the Yukon we felt it was 
vital that fellow northerners have 
the chance to explore her work on 
the same scale as those in southern 
Canada.

It was quite remarkable to exhibit 
Song of the Whale during the COVID-19 
pandemic as it has illustrated how 
we are all connected and depend 
on each other, affecting even what 
we consider even the most remote 
locations, just as plastic pollution 
has reached into every depth of our 
oceans. Joyce Majiski hand carved a 
full-sized humpback whale skeleton 
from discarded styrofoam, salvaged 
from the ocean and beaches, 
and it suspended in a recreated 
underwater setting of projections and 
an evocative soundscape by Daniel 
Janke. Thankfully within the Yukon 
we are still able to experience art in 
person as this is a clear example of 

an installation you need to inhabit. 
We had a tremendous response 
from schools to visit and actively 
take part by making art in response 
and delving into ocean pollutions 
within their classrooms.  The exhibit 
was ultimately a call to action. 
Standing under the carved bones of 
the Humpback whale you feel how 
small we are as it quietly urges us to 
examine our impact on the planet 
and our relationship with these 
magnificent creatures.

To finish out the year we had two 
large group exhibits of Yukon 
artists. Dark Alice was the Studio 
Gallery Association’s take on the 
classic tale and Love in Its Seams 
the most recent acquisitions of the 
Yukon Permanent Art Collection 
curated by Erin Corbett. Both 
exhibits were rich and eclectic full of 
love and a bit of whimsy.

Mary Bradshaw 
Director of Visual Arts
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Gallery  
Exhibitions
Main Gallery

Emerging North
A co-production with the 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games

A celebration of young Indigenous 
artistic achievement, Emerging North 
echoes the Arctic Winter Games’ 
values of the spirit of togetherness, 
legacy building, and Northern pride. 
This exhibit was extended to August 
2020 due to the pandemic.

Mapping Worlds 

Mapping Worlds brings together a 
selection of pencil crayon and ink 
drawings created by Inuk artist 
Shuvinai Ashoona over the past 
two decades. Celebrated globally, 
Ashoona is best known for her highly 
personal and imaginative motifs and 

for the way in which she combines 
images ranging from closely 
observed naturalistic scenes of her 
Arctic home, to new worlds created 
from within her imagination. Inspired 
by her fascination with movies, comic 
books and television, Ashoona’s wide-
reaching interests blur boundaries 
between the worlds of reality and 
fantasy, past and future. 

Song of the Whale 

Yukon artist Joyce Majiski has 
hand carved a full-sized humpback 
whale skeleton from discarded 
styrofoam, salvaged from the 
ocean and beaches. Suspended in 
a recreated underwater setting that 
includes projections and an evocative 
soundscape by Daniel Janke, the 
exhibition initiates a conversation 
between humans and our legacy 
with the whales, offering a platform 
for broader conversations about 
our disconnect from ourselves as 
nature. Song of the Whale is a tribute 
to this whale but also all whales, 

these incredibly huge and peaceful 
creatures that migrate the earth’s 
oceans. They embody the concept of 
global interconnectedness through 
water, reminding humanity of our 
rippling impacts and the possibility of 
choosing our most connected selves.

Waters of the Humpback

Waters of the Humpback brings 
together the work of three artists 
– Irene Carlos from Guatemala, 
Cristina Luna  from Mexico and 
Natasha van Netten from the west 
coast of Canada – who examine the 
humpback whale and the vast waters 
it migrates through annually from its 
breeding grounds in Central America 
to feeding grounds in the North. 
Through paint, drawing and sculpture 
they illuminate this remarkable 
creature and the fragility of the ocean 
ecosystem that ties us together. 

Dark Alice

For more than a century and half 
the highly imaginative tale of Alice in 
Wonderland has inspired countless 

Shuvinai Ashoona exhibit.Leighann Chalykoff’s ceramics are part of 
the Created at the Canyon art exhibit

Heather Hyatt: Dark Alice.
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artists and truly seeped into our 
culture. Alice’s adventures have 
provoked many elaborate theories 
and outlooks. Yukon artists of the 
Studio Gallery Association reveal 
their takes on Alice in Wonderland.

Honouring Our Future: First 
Nations Graduation Regalia
In partnership with the Kwanlin Dün 
Cultural Centre, Teslin Tlingit Heritage 
Centre

The exhibit is a celebration of the 
graduation regalia worn by First 
Nations students from past years. 
It was displayed at the Kwanlin Dün 
Cultural Centre, and will now travel to 
the communities.

Love in Its Seams | L’amour sous 
toutes ses coutures 

Love In Its Seams showcases 
recent acquisitions for the Yukon 
Permanent Art Collection. This 
exhibition features Eugene Alfred, 
Justin Apperley, Audrey Brown, 
Karrie Brown, Kimberly Edgar, 

Vashti Etzel, Violet Gatensby, 
Hannah Jickling & Valerie Salez, 
Daphne Mennell, Roland Peters, 
and Monika Käte Steputh. Also on 
display are works recently donated 
to the collection by Dr. Maurice 
Haycock, Ray Ladue and Simon 
Gilpin. 

Yukon Energy Community Gallery 

The Yukon Energy Community 
Gallery provides a dedicated space 
for emerging and established artists 
to showcase their work.

Created at the Canyon

Local artists, Leighann Chalykoff, 
Julia Cottle, Selina Heyligers-Hare, 
Jackie Irvine, Martha Ritchie and 
Sean Smith, spent two days in July  
at Miles Canyon working on 
art pieces during the Yukon 
Conservation Societies’ Created at 
the Canyon event. 

The Divinity Series

In this series Yukon’s own Elvis 
Presley presents wildly colourful 

abstracted paintings.  He recounts how 
each multi-hued dot is a prayer, so this 
body of work is the result of millions of 
prayers and years of devotion.

Unless...

Whitehorse artist Janet Patterson 
used everyday plastic to create an 
exhibit that tackled the devastating 
effects of plastic waste in our oceans.

ALFF Pop Up Video Gallery

The Yukon Film Society’s Available Light 
Film Festival featured a short film by 
Sadie Segriff.

ATCO Youth Gallery

The ATCO Youth Gallery provides a 
dedicated space for art by youth to be 
celebrated, explored, and enjoyed.  Due 
to the pandemic, the only exhibit held 
was the results of the World Whale Day 
Art Contest. About 120 young artists 
submitted work and every one of them 
was put on display for three months.

Janet Patterson’s Unless... exhibit in the  
Yukon Energy Community Gallery.

The Honouring Our Future: Yukon First  
Nations Graduation Regalia exhibit

Joyce Majiski’s Song of the Whale.



Residencies 
Chu Niikwän Artist Residency

Chu Niikwän Artist Residency is a three-week residency which hosts three 
visual artists and one emerging curator to develop an exhibition of new 
work. Participants work with the curator to develop their exhibition, with a 
focus that supports the mandate of each partner organization.

Partner organizations: Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre, the Yukon Arts Centre 
and the Yukon Art Society (Arts Underground). 

ARTISTS: Asad Chishti, Robyn McLeod, & Aimée Dawn Robinson

Jenni House Artist Residency

The Jenni House Artist Residency is an inspirational creative program for 
artists working in the visual arts, film and media, music, literary arts, spoken 
word and multi-disciplinary/multimedia arts to immerse themselves in their 
craft within a historic cabin located in Shipyards Park, a community hub that 
distinctly honours the northern environment with its vast open spaces and 
views of the nearby mountains.

Partner organizations: Yukon Arts Centre, Yukon Film Society, Jazz Yukon, 
Music Yukon, and the City of Whitehorse.

Yukon Emerging Artist Program

The Yukon Emerging Artist Program supports the professional development 
of Yukon artists by creating meaningful mentorship opportunities between 
emerging and established artists. This program provides honorarium of 
$500 for mentee and $500 for mentor/collaborator.

Partner organizations: Yukon Arts Centre, RBC Foundation

A performance during 
the Meeting by the  

currents exhibit opening 
as part of the Chu  

Niikwän Artist Residency.

Lianne Chalykoff works on a clay project during her 
Jenni House Residency.
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Kids Kreate 
Kids Kreate is a pillar of our community 
engagement strategy and provides the 
opportunity for Yukon youth to work with 
regional artists in innovative, imaginative 
crafts that explore a specific theme or one 
of the Gallery’s exhibitions.

During normal times, the arts workshop 
was held monthly in the YAC lobby. Due 
to COVID-19, the program moved online 
which was held weekly from March 
27 until May 27. Yukon artists led the 
workshops via Zoom for children ages 
4-11. Parents were notified of what 
materials were needed in advance which 
were mostly everyday household items.

Over the two-month period  
895 children were registered. Families 
expressed their deep gratitude for having 
creative activities for their children while 
stuck at home during the lockdown.

In the fall of 2020, YAC returned to in-
person workshops, but with a limited 
number of participants while following 
our strict COVID guidelines.  

A young boy works on one of his creations.

Kids Kreate Online participants show off their artwork.
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General Statistics
Ticket Sales and Attendance - YAC Programming and  
Co-Promotion YAC Old Fire Hall Off site

Full Price Tickets (Adult) 1,563 N/A 0
Senior Tickets 52 N/A 0
Student/Youth Tickets 21 N/A 0
Member / Group Tickets 0 N/A 0
Complimentary Tickets 13 N/A 0
Total Attendance 1,649
Ticket Sales and Attendance – YAC Clients YAC Old Fire Hall Off site
Full Price Tickets (Adult) 3,204 N/A 0
Senior Tickets 185 N/A 0
Student/Youth Tickets 54 N/A 0
Member / Group Tickets 195 N/A 0
Complimentary Tickets 248 N/A 0
Total Attendance 3,886

Grand Total Performance Attendance 5,535

Despite the uncertainties of the pandemic, art creation thrived in the territory and the Yukon Arts  
Centre is proud to have played a part through its residencies program. 
 

Total In-kind Donations for 24 Organizations $92,038
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Revenue Sources
Public Funding 18/19 19/20 20/21
Government of Canada  $280,624 $457,241 $496,571
Government of Yukon  $1,364,963 $1,050,039 $1,066,657
City of Whitehorse  $7,821 $9,821 $-
Total Public Funding  $1,653,408 $1,517,101 $1,563,228
Project Funding
Government of Canada $320,066 $35,000 $-
Government of Yukon $- $- $52,100
City of Whitehorse $- $- $10,300
Other - RBC Foundation $- $- $30,000
Sponsorships & Donations
Total Sponsorships & Donations $52,939 $72,710 $52,772
Earned Revenue
Admission & Registration 
Revenues

 $185,128 $173,789 $14,053

Facility Rental Revenues  $310,710 $290,228 $178,184
Concession/Bar Revenues  $60,519 $37,079 $2,921
Misc Revenue  $7,164 $9,745 $4,750
Total Earned Revenues  $563,521 $510,843 $199,909
Deferred & Other Revenues from 
All Sources

 $89,299 $88,630 $41,377

Total Revenues   $2,679,233 $2,224,283 $1,949,685
Public Funding as a Percentage of 
Total Revenues

62% 68% 80%

Project Funding as a Percentage of 
Total Revenues

12% 2% 5%

Donations and Sponsorships as 
Percentage of Total Revenues

2% 3% 3%

Earned Revenues as a Percentage 
of Total Revenues

21% 23% 10%

Deferred Revenues 3% 4% 2%
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Summary of Operations
Revenue 19/20 20/21

Administration $1,365,908 $1,437,577
Gallery $95,983 $43,100
Marketing $13,263 $262
Programming $501,334 $190,580
Old Firehall $212,796 $186,128
Special Projects $35,000 $0
Total Revenue $2,224,283  $1,857,647
Expenditures
Administration $890,662 $875,339
Gallery $218,121 $221,030
Marketing $129,758 $99,385
Programming $619,743 $381,460
Old Firehall $220,040 $134,669
Special Projects $91,035 $0
Total Expenditures $2,169,357  $1,711,883
Excess $54,926  $145,764
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Statement of Financial Position

Assets 19/20 20/21

Cash $725,620 $846,043
Accounts Receivable $30,604 $30,405
Government Remittances Receivable $8,382 $16,265
Inventories $2,993 $67
Prepaid Expenses $18,016 $21,178
Total Current Assets $785,615 $913,958
Capital Assets $152,746 $163,830
Art Collection $72,761 $499,557
Total Assets $1,011,122 $1,577,345
Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts Payable and Accrued 
Liabilities

$198,729 $163,323

Government Remittances Payable $0 $0
Deferred Revenues $70,985 $121,654
Total Current $269,714 $284,977
Total $269,714 $284,977
Net Assets
Invested in Capital Assets $167,671 $560,361
Board Restricted Reserves* $458,125 $491,322
Unrestricted $115,612 $240,685
Total Net Assets $741,408 $1,292,368
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $1,011,122 $1,577,345
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THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE 
WHO MADE OUR 2020-2021 
SEASON POSSIBLE
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Susan Omura 

Hildur Jonasson 

Rowena Lunn 

Janet Moodie

Tina Woodland 

Mary Martin 

Frederick Smith 

Stephen Samis

Al Cushing 

ITSUMO Home Inc. 

Tecla Van Bussel

Sponsors

Donors



The styrofoam replica of a Humpback whale skeleton in 
Joyce Majiski’s Song of the Whale exhibit. 


